
• We’ve been selling lots of coffee!  Coffee sales are the 
main fundraising and promotional tool for EIA .

• A total of 78 houses have been built (2007-2012) in 
communities identified by the Comité Campesino del 
Altiplano CCDA.

• Six delegations, including 95 volunteers have travelled 
to Guatemala to build houses.

• EIA has been supporting the salary of a full-time school 
teacher in El Esfuerzo since 2007.

• We purchased a coffee dryer and water pipeline for the 
coffee processing plant in 2009.

• Emergency funding for relief was sent following tropical 
storm Agatha (2010).

•  The Public Service Alliance of Canada  (PSAC) prepared 
2013 calendars as a fundraising tool.

• EIA supported construction of an oven used to bake 
roof tiles in 2012 (see picture below). 

EIA is selling packages containing 4 pairs of beautiful 
pictures taken during an EIA visit to Guatemala.  Only 
$10 for 8 cards. The inside of the cards are blank and 
can be used for any (and every) occasion!  

Email  Edu.in.action@gmail.com to place your order!

What has Education in 
Action been up to?

Greeting cards are still available!
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Based on an increase in transportation 
costs and consideration of market price for 
Fairtrade coffee, the price for one pound of 
coffee will increase from $12 to $13 as of 
April 1st, 2013. 

Half pound bags remain at $7 and will 
be available for special occasions (e.g. 
Christmas).

Café Justicia  - coffee prices

Leaf rust fungus (or roya) is a fungus that commonly infects 
coffee plants. It thrives in the hot and wet conditions found 
at lower altitudes.  However in 2012, a mutant strain of this 
fungus combined with successive years of heavy rainfall, led 
to an outbreak of leaf rust in the higher altitude mountain 
grown coffee.  Nearly 40% of Guatemala’s planted coffee 
land was affected by the fungus.  Unfortunately, small- and 
medium-scale farmers cannot afford costly fungicides to 
treat the problem.  In addition, very few farmers have the 
resources to replant.  The Guatemalan government has 
declared a phytosanitary emergency to offer $5 million in 
support to small coffee producers.  

As coffee growers in Guatemala begin to question the 
feasibility of continuing production, we can do our part by 
buying their remaining (rust-free!) product.

La Roya – Guatemalan coffee growers 
battling leaf rust fungus 



Education in Action continues to work closely with the Comité Campesino del Altiplano (CCDA).

The CCDA prioritizes projects ensuring that funds raised by EIA are resourced to the most appropriate 
areas. 

The CCDA has identified a community called San Pedro whose principle struggle (like many rural 
communities in Guatemala) is obtaining titles for their land. The community is three hours by car from 
Coban, then an hour and a half walk by foot or horseback down a path. The CCDA described the location 
where the children go to classes as “a sack which has a roof made of old sheets of galvanized iron that 
leaks in the winter and they have no desks, they sit on chunks of wood and write on their knees.”     

As a result, the CCDA has requested that some of the funds (equivalent to two houses) from 2013 
housing project be allocated to build a school in San Pedro.

******************************************************************* 

Projects in Guatemala:



2013 Project Update:
• For the first time in 6 years, an EIA delegation will not be going to Guatemala in 2013. 

• The CCDA has advised Education in Action and the PSAC Social 
Justice Fund to postpone the housing project until the same 
time next year following an outbreak of violence in the region 
of Patulul, Suchitepequez, not far from the head offices of the 
CCDA in Quixayá, Solola. The CCDA could not guarantee the 
delegation’s safety and as such, asked to cancel this year’s visit 
but looks forward to continue working with EIA in the coming 
months on other initiatives, strategic to the communities.

• The CCDA will work with community members to ensure that the 
houses (and school in San Pedro) are built with the funds raised 
for the 2013 housing project. 

• The CCDA has proposed that the 2013 housing project fund the 
construction of 1 school (San Pedro) and 13 houses. The CCDA 
has advised that 35 families (a population of 210 people) will benefit from the small school and the new 
homes will house 78 people. *The budget for the school is equivalent to the cost of 2 houses.



New style of
 homes- Adobe

In 2012, the housing style was modified from concrete 
blocks to adobe bricks. 

The EIA delegation was shown by CCDA members how to 
mix mud with pine needles, shape them in a form and dry 
the blocks in the sun, make level the building sites, dig the 
trenches and stack bricks for the walls. 

The adobe houses use local materials, which is a benefit 
from the previous concrete 
block homes.

Interested in participating 
in a future delegation?

Visit http://education-in-action.squarespace.com to 
see information about previous delegations and view the 
application package for the 2014 delegation.

Email Edu.in.action@gmail.com if you have any questions or concerns.



Want to become more involved in EIA? 
Come to the AGM on Saturday April 27th from 2:30pm to 
6:30pm (potluck at Ascension church). 

Annual Community Dinner will be in November 2013 (date 
to be confirmed), so start thinking of what you’d like to 
donate to the silent auction – crafts, baking…etc. 

Other Fundraising  activities:
Coffee stand at the New Art Festival (June 15-16, 2013)

Upcoming Events:
Annual General Meeting

Volunteers:
Come and volunteer and be part of the solidarity work 
between Canada and Guatemala.  These programs and 
project are managed solely by Canadian volunteers.  Be part 
of the change – come join the gang!

What to watch for:
• EIA will have a twitter account coming soon...
• The EIA website will be updated to facilitate navigation….

In 2012, Education in Action incorporated as a not-for-profit 
organization. This was necessary in order to protect its 
fundraising activities, including the sale of coffee, formalize 
the organisational profile with its partners and financial 
institution and to protect its members and directors from 
individual legal liabilities.

• EIA’s registered name is Café Justicia Ottawa Education in 
Action 

• EIA’s business/public name remains Education in Action 
(EIA)

As a function of its new status, Education in Action must 
constitute a formal Membership List. Please note that there 
is no membership fee.  A formal message was sent via the 
email mailing list confirming membership. Should you wish to 
become a member, please email Edu.in.action@gmail.com.

Update on Incorporation:



Related Links:
• CCDAhttp://ccdamaya.free.fr/ :Campesino 

Committee of the Highlands - An organization 
that fights for access to land and labour rights for 
Mayan campesinos in Guatemala.

• PSAC Social Justice Fundhttp://www.psac-
sjf.org/pages/index_e.aspx: The PSAC Social 
Justice Fund focuses on social justice.

• Octopus Bookshttp://octopusbooks.ca/: 
Octopus Books’ goal is to provide a forum for 
radical and revolutionary voices, local authors, 
small presses, and writers from a variety of 
countries and cultures. 

• Ten Thousand Villages (Ottawa)http://www.
facebook.com/VillagesOttawa:  Ten Thousand 
Villages’ mission is to create opportunities for 
artisans in developing countries

• EIA website- http://education-in-action.
squarespace.com/

• EIA Facebook- https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Education-In-Action/169142459808430

• Amicus Foundationhttp://www.amicusfoundation.
ca/mission.html: Amicus Foundation is a Canadian 
registered charity that supports the work of 
progressive human rights and social justice 
organizations in Guatemala.

• British Columbia Central American Student Alliance 
(BC CASA)http://cafejusticia.ca/: Vancouver-
based volunteer group that works in solidarity 
with human rights and community organizations in 
Guatemala. (Updated URL, June 27, 2010)


