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What is Education in Action?  

Education in Action (EIA) is composed of 
Canadian volunteers who work collaboratively 
with a group of grassroots farmers in Guatemala 
called the Comité Campesino del Altiplano 
(CCDA) to raise funds and awareness, through 
the sale/promotion of Cafe Justicia, to support 
projects in Guatemala, including a yearly building 
project (community centres/houses) and the 
salary of a school teacher.  

EIA was established in 2006 by the late Roberto 
Miranda, a Health Canada Spanish instructor 
and social rights activist who was born in 
Guatemala.  

 

 
Upcoming 
Events 

June 20 at 7pm: Octopus Books hosting 
presentation/coffee house for Leocadio to 
present on-going struggles in Guatemala. 
Octopus Centretown, 2nd floor, 251 Bank st. 
http://octopusbooks.ca/event/indigenous-
peasant-farmers-land-rights-and-forced-
displacement-guatemala  

June 21/22: New Art Festival- EIA will host a 
coffee stand selling brewed coffee, donated 
treats, and bagged coffee to promote the project. 
Saturday 7am- 5pm, Sunday 10am- ~3/4pm, 
located by Paterson's creek 
http://www.newartfestival.ca/park-spaces.html 

Annual Community Event: Fall 2014, EIA will 
host an evening of dancing and fellowship - stay 
tuned for details! 

Contact Us 
edu.in.action@gmail.com  

Visit our website   

Follow us on Facebook 
 
 

March 2014 Delegation to Guatemala  

(see page 2 for full report) 

For two weeks this spring eleven people from 
across Canada participated in the 2014 
Education in Action delegation in Quixayá, 
Guatemala. Their main goals were to complete a 
cultural exchange while working alongside the 
CCDA (Campesino Committee of the Highlands 
Comitï Campesino del Altiplano) to help 
indigenous farming communities and meet social 
justice champions to foster solidarity. The 
delegation was exposed to Guatemala through a 
combination of learning of its history as well as 
current challenges, making lasting friendships 
along the way.  

 

 

 

 

The CCDA, and their friends such as IMAP 
(Instituto Mesoamericano de Permacultura), 
explained their sustainability projects to the 
group, including political activism work 
supporting land reform and protecting the 
indigenous communities of Guatemala. The 
group saw first hand the positive impact the 
sales Café Justicia have had on their causes as 
100% of the coffee profits go to funding CCDA’s 
amazing projects. 

Helping the CCDA and protecting and empower 
is possible because of people like you – thank 
you for all of your support and we hope to see 
you on future delegations! 
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Full 2014 Delegation Report 

In spring 2014, eleven people from across Canada 

participated in the Education in Action delegation in 

Quixayá, Guatemala. Their main goals were to 

complete a cultural exchange while working 

alongside the CCDA to help indigenous farming 

communities and meet social justice champions to 

foster solidarity. 

The first few days of the delegation were spent in 

Guatemala City where the group got to hear about 

Guatemala’s very tragic past and why solidarity is so 

important to ensure a brighter future for the 

country. The group spoke with the Fundacïon de 

Anthropologia Forense de Guatemala (FAFG) and 

learned about the forensic work being completed in 

hopes of identifying ‘the disappeared’ – young men 

and women that went missing during the civil war 

which most were feared dead. Dr. Yuir Melini from 

Centro de Accïon Legal Ambiental y Social de 

Guatemala (CALAS) provided a poignant presentation 

and film detailing the environmental impact of unfair 

trade practices on the country. He showed them the 

scars from his attempted assassination and explained 

that activists’ lives are constantly in danger. 

Educating people inside and outside of Guatemala is 

incredibly important, as H.I.J.O.S. Guatemala (Hijos 

por la Idemtidad y la Justicia contra el Olvido y el 

Silencio) explained to the group, because the 

country’s history is not taught in publicly funded 

schools. Places like the Casa de la Memoria Kaji 

Tulam are helping to educate people within the 

country because as Nelson Mandela has said, 

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you 

can use to change the world.” 

Although much of what the group learned deeply 

saddened them it created an intense desire to help 

when they arrived in Quixayá. During the 

delegation’s stay there they worked together and 

replaced the roof on an indigenous school, Centro 

Educativo Comunal Mixto Santa Cruz, and built a 

community centre in San Filipe. The two 

communities the delegation worked in were so 

incredibly grateful to have a safe (and dry) place for 

their communities to education and congregate. 

Some members from the delegation worked with a 

few doctors volunteering from Guatemala City and 

provided over 400 children from eight surrounding 

communities with checkups and medical care. One of 

the members of the delegation detailed the day-to-

day activities on a blog in hopes of sharing the 

experience and inciting a desire for more people to 

want to help. The CCDA, and their friends such as 

IMAP, explained their sustainability projects to the 

group and shared their methods of empowering the 

people of Guatemala to use what tools and land they 

have to grow nutritious food for their families. This is 

so important because more than half of the children 

in Guatemala are malnourished. They also learned 

about the very serious political activism work the 

CCDA is doing with land reform and protecting the 

indigenous communities of Guatemala. 

What does Education in Action do?  

Since 2006, EIA has done the following:  

� 86 homes built in rural communities in 

Guatemala (2007-2013);  

� Paid for the salary of a full time school teacher in 

El Esfuerzo, Guatemala for 7 years;  

� Contributed towards the purchase of a coffee 

drying plant and a water pipeline project, 

improving production at the CCDA coffee 

plantation in the highlands of Lake Atitlan;  

� Built a school in the Ixloc San Pedrito Community 

in 2013 (Escuela Roberto Miranda);  

� Construction of an adobe-making oven for 

building houses- Eco model housing project;  

� In 2014, CCDA will:  

o work in 17 rural communities with 457 

families totaling 2,502 beneficiaries;  

o renovate a secondary school;   

o build one elementary school;  

o build one pre-school; and  

o build two community centres.  

 


